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Before the 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of      )
        ) 
Connect America Fund et al.     )              WC Docket No. 10-90 
Connect America Cost Model Version 2.2 And Illustrative ) 
Results And Challenge Process to Competitive Coverage  ) 

TO: The Wireline Competition Bureau (Bureau) 

COMMENTS – PUBLIC NOTICE 

Fred Williamson & Associates (FWA), Inc. submits these Comments on behalf of Totah 

Communications, Inc. in response to the Commission’s Public Notice regarding the Challenge 

process to competitive coverage reflected in the Connect America Fund (CAF) Cost Model, WC 

Docket No. 10-90, released April 7, 2016 (“Public Notice”). FWA provides cost, financial and 

other consulting services for rural Independent Local Exchange Carriers (rural ILECs). 

In this Public Notice, the Commission initiated a Challenge Process for unsubsidized competitors 

that are reflected in Alternative Connect America Cost Model (A-CAM), Version 2.2.  The 

model has fields that indicate for each census block whether the block is served by a qualifying 

unsubsidized competitor.  Specifically, in the Commission’s Rate of Return Reform Order, 1 the 

Commission directed the Bureau to provide a final opportunity for commenters to challenge the 

competitive coverage contained in the updated version of the model. 2 These comments provide 

challenges to competitive coverage data reflected in the A-CAM 2.2 for Totah Communications,

Inc. (Totah), Study Area Codes 412030 and 432030.    There are two circumstances reflected in 

the competitive data in the model that Totah is challenging: 

                                                             

1
 Connect America Fund et al., WC Docket No. 10-90 et al., Report and Order et al., FCC 16-33 (rel. March 30, 

2016) (Rate-of-Return Reform Order).
2
 Id. At 29, para. 71. 
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1. Select census blocks that overlap Totah’s study area boundary are also served by another 

local exchange carrier (LEC).  Several of such census blocks, are inappropriately 

designated as “served” by a competitive wireline provider in the A-CAM.   The A-CAM 

inaccurately indicates and assumes that the other LEC has facilities and customers within 

Totah’s study area boundary.    Attachment 1 identifies the census blocks that 

inappropriately reflect another LEC as a competitor.3    Attachment 1 also contains 

correspondence that indicates the other LEC does not provide service within Totah’s 

study area boundaries.  The A-CAM should be modified to split these census blocks and 

to reflect these census blocks as “unserved” by a wireline competitor.  

2. The A-CAM information indicates that a wireline provider is a qualified competitor in 

several of the census blocks. 4 Attachment 2 identifies the census blocks inappropriately 

indicated as “served” by the wireline provider.   Also, referenced in Attachment 2 are zip 

codes for those census blocks.   For each zip code, “screen shots” from the wireline 

provider’s website are provided that indicate that the wireline provider does not provide 

service in the respective service areas, including the referenced census blocks.   The A-

CAM should be modified to indicate these census blocks are “unserved” by a wireline

competitor.   

                                                             
3
 Totah has not challenged all census blocks that overlap its study area boundaries that are potentially served by 

another LEC, but only those where the A-CAM shows high costs.   These census blocks represent those with costs at 
or above $50.00 per location/month.   The challenge is isolated to the high cost blocks for two reasons.  First, these 
are the only blocks that impact the support amount calculated in the A-CAM.   Second, due to the expedited nature 
of this challenge process, this facilitated meeting the April 28, 2016 deadline. 
4
 See Footnote 3.  For the same reasons cited, Totah has only challenged the high cost census blocks shown as 

served in the A-CAM by the wireline competitor. 
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We appreciate the Bureau’s cooperation with this matter. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FRED WILLIAMSON & ASSOCIATES, INC. 

By, Tim Morrissey 

   President 

121 East College Street 

Broken Arrow, OK    74012 

Phone: 918-298-1618 

Email: tmorrissey@fwainc.com 

Dated April 28, 2016 
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